THE SECTS OF THE KHARIJlYAH

from Karman, and on his way fell upon the district of Bust,
one of the districts of Nisabur, where he killed some of the
.Tha'alibah Khawarij who were there. This uprising In
Khurasan, Karman, Kahistan and Sijistan lasted till the
end of the days of al-Rashid, and the beginning of the
caliphate of al-Ma'mun, because the greater part of the
army of Khurasan was busy fighting Rafi' ibn-Laith ibn-
Nasr ibn-Saiyar 1 at the gate of Samarkand.

When al-Ma'mun came into the caliphate he wrote Ham-
zah a letter in which he demanded his adherence, which
merely increased Hamzah's pride. Al-Ma'mun, therefore,
sent Tahir ibn-al-Husain 2 to fight Hamzah, and a war fol-
lowed between Tahir and Hamzah. About thirty thousand
were killed on both sides, most of them being followers of
Hamzah. In this battle Hamzah was driven to Karman.
Then Tahir attacked the Abstainers, who* agreed with Ham-
zah in theory, and captured three hundred of them. He
then commanded that all the men be bound together with
ropes between two trees whose tops had been made to touch
one another; the man between the two trees was then cut in
half, and each one of the two* trees bounded back with half
of the body bound to it. After this al-Ma'mun recalled
Tahir ibn-al-Husain from Khurasan, and sent him to his
headquarters. Hamzah now became very covetous of Khu-
rasan and proceeded from Karman with an army. He
was- met by 'Abd-al-Rahrnan al-Nisaburi, with twenty thou-
sand strong from Nisabur and vicinity. With the help of
Allah, Hamzah was put to flight and thousands of his fol-
lowers killed. Hamzah ran away while wounded, and died
during the flight. By his death Allah gave the world relief
from him and from his followers. This battle, after which
Hamzah the Kharijite and Kadarite perished, was one of

1 Tabari-Zotenberg, vol. iv, p. 471 et seq,

2 Ibid., p. 484 et seq.
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